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232 ALFRED RUSSEL WALLACE

of revision and working-in required. I have helped Sir C. Lyell
with his last three or four editions in a somewhat similar though
different way, and for him I have kept an account simply of the
hours I was employed in any way for him, and he paid me g/- an
hour; but (of course this is confidential) I do not think this
quite enough for the class of work. I should propose for your
work 7/- an hour as a fair remuneration, and T would put down
each day the hours I worked at it.

No doubt you will get it done for very much less by any
literary man accustomed to regular literary work and nothing
else, and perhaps better done, so do not in the least scruple in
saying you decide on employing the gentleman you had in view
if vou prefer it.

If you send it to me could you let me have all your MSS.
copied out, as it adds considerably to the time required if there
is any difficulty in deciphering the writing, which in yours (as
you are no doubt aware) there often is.

My hasty note to Bates was not intended to be shown you or
anyone. I thought he had heard of it from Murray, and that
the arrangement was to be made by Murray. — Believe me
yours very faithfully, AvLrrEp R. WALLACE.

P.S.—I have been delighted with H. Spencer's ‘“Study of
Sociology.” Some of the passages in the latter part are grand.
You have perhaps seen that I am dipping into politics myself
occasionally.—A. R. W.

Douwn, Beckenham, Kent. November 19, 1873.

Dear Wallace,—I thank you for your extremely kind letter,
and T am sorry that I troubled you with that of yesterday. My
wife thinks that my son George would be so much pleased at
undertaking the work for me, that I will write to him, and so
probably shall have no occasion to trouble you. If on still
further reflection and after looking over my notes, I think that
my son could not do the work, I will write again and gratefully
accept your proposal. But if you do not hear, you will under-
stand that I can manage the affair myself. I never in my life-
time regretted an interruption so much as this new edition of
the “Descent.” I am deeply immersed in some work on physio-
logical points with plants.

& The Complete Work of Charles Darwin Online
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